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An Inquiry into the Origins
of Chiyokanemaru

Atsushi Uema

ABSTRACT

There exists an outstanding sword named Chiyokanemaru, which is well known
for its intimate connection with the first and second royal families of the unified
kingdom of the Ryukyus. However, as history tells us, the sword was originally in
the possession of Han Anchi, who once led the medieval militant force of Nakijin prior
to the advent of a unified kingdom in Okinawa . Some features of Chiyokanemaru,
especially its single-handed hilt and its thin and gracefully curved blade, suggest
strongly that the sword has no connection whatsoever with the Japanese art of sword
-smithing. Interestingly, the archeological record featuring some major characteristics
of the medieval force of Nakijin reveals that the realm of predecessors of Han Anchi
in Nakijin retained a certain ethnic and cultural heritage from the Alan Christian
cavalry unit serving the Mongolian government in southern China in the Yuan Era.
This paper intends to reconstruct a clearer image of the origins of Chiyokanemaru by

examining its features from the viewpoint of the archeological finds mentioned above.
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