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Coping Behavior at the Time of Typhoon of Home Medical Care
Children and Their Families

MATSUSHITA Seiko

Abstract

Objective: Reveal the coping behavior at the time of typhoon or disaster of home medical care children
and their families.

Methods: Semi-structured interviews were conducted on children requiring home medical care and
their families (n=7). Interview contents were transcribed verbatim and analyzed using a qualitative
synthesis method (KJ method).

Results: The “home lives of children requiring medical care” involved “a daily need for respiratory
management, tube feeding management, and monitoring.” Although there were “families that take
measures against disasters” through “actions taken for power supplies and tsunamis and efforts
with public and private organizations,” there were also “families that do not take measures against
disasters” due to “crisis management having a low priority and dependence on others.” Because children
requiring medical care have “a daily need for respiratory management, tube feeding management,
and monitoring,” families sought “securing of safety and a power supply” as “a prerequisite for
evacuation centers” and as “a prerequisite for measures against disasters” in their preparations for
disasters. Based on these two aspects, families sought “support consistent with the disaster cycle with
a focus on securing a power supply” as “desired public support.”

Discussion: These findings indicate that the actions for dealing with typhoons and other disasters
taken by children requiring home medical care and their families, such as securing a power supply
and evacuations, focused on securing safety and a power supply regardless of the presence or absence
of implementation of measures against disasters, and that detailed support consistent with each stage
of disaster was sought.

Key words: medical care, home care children, typhoon disaster, coping behavior






