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Abstract

Cultivating young people who can not only communicate but also tell their own opinions
on social or political issues in English was my objective when | was teaching high school
English. 1 was often bothered by students’ lack of English ability to communicate and their
lack of positive attitude to think about issues relating to their own community and their own
country. Then | found debate was appropriate teaching material to realize my objective. The
charm of using debate as a teaching material is that the process itself contains important
content to learn and it's suitable for improving all four skills; listening, reading, speaking, and
writing. Debate, however, gives the impression that it's difficult to introduce in high school
English education because of English level as well as topics.

While trying to soften that image, | introduced debate in my English classes.
the debate classes and the comments of students, | believe that students are learning the
importance of telling their own opinion as well as improving their English through the

Reviewing

experience of debate.
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I really think debate is good for us.
learn many things from debate. When | research
each topic,I could learn many new things. About
Monorail, our member worked so hard. We went
to Okinawa Prefectural Office to gather information.

I could

It was a great experience myself. (N. K.)

Debate in F.A. class was very hard for us.
Because there were many things to do. For example,
looking for materials, talking with members, writing
English sentences and memorizing it. It was very hard

but we could get good memory. It's a wonderful

experience. Students should have debate. (M.K.)

I became very serious when | heard that we do
debate.
I learned making right sentences in English in
debate.
vocabularies.

I thought it was very difficult for me. But
I did it with my friends. 1 learned a lot of
I think my English is better than
before. But my English is still poor.
English hard.
was hard but | enjoyed it. (Y.l.)

I must study
I think debate is good for me. It

Certainly debate was very difficult for me, but
I want to debate again. | researched about Nuclear
weapons. Usually we think it very dangerous for
us. But some people think world war 0 was finished
early because of Nuclear weapon. | was very surprised.
We should understand another opinion more. Though
we don’t support another opinion, | have got a wide

sight of to see the world by debate. (Y.M.)

ooo

Of course | could get knowledge about clone
technology. And | was given the chance to write
English and speak English. | suppose my English
But | still don’t

So, | will do my

skill is much better than before.
have confidence in my ability.
best. (A.H.)

It was so hard, because we should listen, write,
speak, and think at a time. But all of us could do
them!!

listen carefully, to speak strongly, to overcome our

| have learned to cooperate with partner, to

hard schedule and many other things. And | appreciate
you. Thank you very much. (N.H.)

I learned how to research, how to write, how
to speak and how to listen. Also | learned many
things about clone technology.
things. (H.T.)

I learned a lot of

Thanks
for this debate, | become to be able to listen to

| learned a lot of words and terms.

English news more than before. And | also learned,
if 1 make efforts, | could do everything. | learned
the importance to argue my

(R.Y.)

opinion. | learned
debate is fun! !
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