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An Inquiry into the Ethnic Origin of
Han Anchi and His Close Subjects

Atsushi Uema

ABSTRACT

Fuyu Tha, the founder of Okinawan studies, once made an intriguing proposal as to the
origin of the military force which occupied Nakijin Castle in medieval times. He argued that
the Nakijin forces consisted of a group of men originating either in the Korean Peninsula or
in the mainland of China. Interestingly, the excavated items, which we can study today thanks
to the series of excavations conducted so far in and around the castle, indeed suggest that the
view once advocated by Iha is partially correct. However, the ethnic background of the medie-
val force of Nakijin reflected in this archeological record is of neither Korean nor Chinese ori-
gin, contrary to what Tha once inferred. Instead there is an apparent connection with an
equestrian people of Iranian stock named Alan or As coming from the central part of Eurasia.
By examining the excavated items in relation to knowledge of religious beliefs, burial customs,
artistic  ornamentation, popular pastimes, and military equipment, including the sword once
owned by Han Anchi, king of Nakijin, this paper proposes that Han Anchi and his close sub-
jects were descendants of the Alan cavalry unit that played a distinguished military role in

southern China throughout the Yuan Era.
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