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The Actual Conditions of Nurses in Nursery Schools in Okinawa

and Their Expected Roles
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The Actual Conditions of Nurses in Nursery Schools in Okinawa

and Their Expected Roles

Yasuko Kinjo
Abstract

I examined the actual conditions of nurses at nursery schools by interviewing
the directors of 178 institutions in Okinawa. The result shows that 55 nurses (30.9%)
are stationed at these institutions, which is almost the national average. Considering
the stationing of the nurses, 83.7% of the directors claimed them to be necessary. The
needs of the nurses differ depending on the scale of the institutions and the number of
children under 12 months. The investigation makes it clear that the bigger the scale
of the institutions and the more the number of children under 12 months, the higher
the needs for permanent nurses. I also asked the directors what they expect of the
nurses by showing a list of selected items of the nurses’ work. Most expected the
nurses to be able to recognize children’s sicknesses and give injured children the
proper treatments. They also wanted the nurses to be able to diagnose pediatric
infectious diseases and administrate medical treatments.

From an analysis of 15 tasks expected of the nurses, 4 major functions are
identified: taking medical decisions (1%t factor), dealing with nutrition consideration
(2nd factor), administering medical treatments (3vd factor), and monitoring mental
development (4th factor). Moreover, I found that the financial situation, especially
considering pay, and the specialties of the nurses greatly influence the employment of
the nurses. In order to station more nurses at nursery schools, it is necessary to solve

the problems that are identified in this investigation.

Keywords : nursery school nurses, nurse employment, medical decision, pediatric

infectious disease, children’s medical needs



