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Teaching Skill and Students’ Academic Ability

Hideaki Kano, Nobuo Miyagi, Masahito Morimoto, Katsuki Itayama

Abstract
This report is a summary of the Roundtable Meeting at the 64th Annual
Conference of the Kyushu Association of Education (held on November 25, 2012, at

Oita University). Three individuals made presentations on the topic of the meeting,

“Teachers’ class organization skills and the securement of academic abilities.” Their
presentations were followed by a plenary discussion.

The outlines of the presentations are as follows:

While the results of the National Achievement Tests continue to show that
students/pupils in Okinawa rank low in the percentage of correct answers, there are
ongoing efforts to secure academic abilities of children on the part of both schools and
the educational administration.

As the improvement in the teachers’ capabilities to organize classes lead to
academic abilities in the children, schools offer in-house courses to improve teachers’
in-class skills, and training programs are organized by boards of education with the
same aims.

Meanwhile, pioneering studies on “effective schools” being conducted in other
prefectures present suggestive data towards devising certain measures to raise the
academic abilities of children in Okinawa.

Based on these presentations, the plenary discussion acknowledged that the
securement of academic abilities of Okinawan children shall be achieved by enhancing
their self-affirmation through collaborative education or education based on Okinawa’s
own contents, and through evaluation criteria that take into account its unique history

and culture, instead of by pursuing the nationwide measures.
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