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The Sound Growth of Children and the Construction of
the Okinawa Shonen Kaikan (Okinawa Youth Center)

— Reflections on the Significance of Its Continuation —
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The Sound Growth of Children and the Construction of
the Okinawa Shonen Kaikan (Okinawa Youth Center)

— Reflections on the significance of its continuation —

Hideaki Kano

Abstract

The Okinawa Shonen Kaikan was constructed in 1966, through a nationwide
fund-raising campaign led by the Okinawa Teachers’ Association and those involved in
education. The building, equipped with advanced facilities including a planetarium, an
elevator, and a science laboratory as well as lodging facilities, served as a
comprehensive center of science and culture for children. It was also a precious
platform to provide social education for children during a time when Okinawa was
under U.S. control, and where the living and educational environment for children was
inadequate and troubled juveniles were becoming a social problem. Under such
circumstances, the Okinawa Shonen Kaikan was built to support the sound growth of

boys and girls.
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