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Literature and Bosei (motherhood)

—— Jashu-mon by Kazumi TAKAHASHI and
Hahanarumono by Shusaku ENDO —

KOJIMA Yousuke

Abstract

This paper considers the "Bosei (motherhood)" depicted in
two novels of the 1960s: Jashu-mon by Kazumi Takahashi and
Hahanarumono by Shusaku ENDO. Takahashi was the star of
the Zenkyoto generation. In Jashu-mon, he depicts the end of the
political season, but also meditates on a universal theme of "true
faith." "True faith" for Takahashi means "Bosei (motherhood)" in
particular. Takahashi saw "Bosei (motherhood)" as underlying
"syukyotekikanjo (religious feeling)."

At the same time, Shusaku Endo also attempts to depict
"Bosei (motherhood)” in his novel Hahanarumono. Endo finds
universality in "Bosel (motherhood)." Endo writes that "Bosel
(motherhood)” underlies Japanese religion. He sees this feeling
as a universal element found even in Christianity.

Both works describe "Bosei (motherhood)” as the essence
of Japanese religion. Moreover, in terms of "Nihonbunka-ron
(Theories on Japanese Culture),” it turns out that it had become
a major subject of the 1970s, as seen, for example, in Jun Eto's
Seijuku to Soshitu.

Keywords: Modern Japanese Literature, Showa Literature,
Religious Studies, The period of high economic
growth
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