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The Actual Conditions of Nurses Who Support Health Care in Nursery Schools
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The Actual Conditions of Nurses Who Support Health Care at Nursery Schools
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Abstract

Placement of nurses at nursery schools has been demanded in order to practice infant care and
child health for children with various needs, and the number of nursery schools where nurses are
stationed has been gradually increasing. In order to elucidate the actual conditions of nursery school
nurses at present and what work roles are expected of nurses by nursery schools, a questionnaire
survey was conducted for directors of 2,025 nursery schools across the country. When nurses were
already stationed at nursery schools, a questionnaire survey was conducted for those nurses as well.
We received 649 responses from nursery schools, out of which 351 responses (91.6% of 383 nurse-
stationed facilities) were from the nurses. The average number of years of experience as a nursery
school nurse was 6.8 years (SD=+ 6.3), and 134 nurses (37.9%) had pediatric nursing experience.
259 nurses (79.8%) had adult nursing experience, which showed the highest number, out of which
163 nurses (63.2%) did not have pediatric nursing experience. 280 nurses (79.8%) felt the number
of children with developmental problems was "greatly increasing” or "increasing," and 82 nurses
(23.4%) stated that "placing a full-time nursery school teacher is desired." As for duties at nursery
schools, 270 nurses (76.9%) replied that they were "difficult" or "more difficult than expected." The
results showed that duties at nursery schools were frequently performed without pediatric experience
and a nurse was stationed alone with the children during her first meeting. Thus, a large number
of the nurses felt that the task was more difficult than they thought and had difficulties dealing
with the situation. The results revealed that clarification of the duties for a nursery school nurse,
cooperation with other sorts of occupations, information exchanged among nursery school nurses,
and opportunities for training are necessary to support nursery school nurses.

Keywords: child health, nursery school nurses, nursery schools, children with developmental problems



