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“Hometown” in Life-Stories:
From a case study of Okinawa Haneji Locality Club members in Hawai‘i
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Abstract

The primary goal of this paper is to illuminate how members in an Okinawan locality club
in Hawail maintain ties with their hometown in Okinawa while engaging in club activities in
Hawai. The main focus for existing studies on Okinawan locality clubs in Hawail has been on
the first and second generations and how mutual support played an important role for them, and
how club maintenances and functions became available for these generations in Hawaii. While
these studies have contributed to the understanding on how Okinawan locality clubs in Hawai
were formed and how club activities and membership engagements changed in the course of
history, they have failed to inquire into whether or not club members of different generations
have maintained ties with their hometown in Okinawa while engaging in club activities in
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Hawai‘l. Through participant observation and life-story interviews which the authors conducted
in Hawaii in February 2014 and March 2015, this paper shows that the second, third and fourth
generation of Haneji club members have maintained ties with their hometown in Okinawa

while engaging in club activities in Hawaii. Each generation presents different levels of ties and

engagements which are characterized by their family histories and personal experiences.
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