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A Problem for Career Enhancement for Midwives in Mixed

Obstetrics and Gynecology Wards
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A Problem for Career Enhancement for Midwives in Mixed
Obstetrics and Gynecology Wards

KOYANAGI Hiroe

Abstract

Due to the shortage of obstetricians and the increase of high-risk pregnancies, there has been
an increase in the number of deliveries in the Perinatal Medical Center. On the other hand, because of
the decrease in childbirths, the number of mixed obstetrics and gynecology wards that include other
departments has been increasing at medium-sized general hospitals.

The purpose of this research was to clarify the situations of working environments of midwives
who worked at obstetrics medical wards. We asked midwives who participated in training workshops
held in five cities across Japan to cooperate in a self-administered questionnaire survey. As a result,
valid responses were received from 182 participants (valid response rate: 83.1%). The obtained data
concerning the numbers of annual childbirths at hospitals they worked at were compared as follows:
mixed units: 313.15 £ 145.42; obstetrics and gynecology units: 659.25 £ 277.5; and maternity units: 634.31
+ 582.5. Meanwhile, the obtained data regarding the numbers of annual childbirths per midwife
were compared as follows: mixed units: 25.2 =+ 14.1; obstetrics and gynecology units: 38.8 =+ 18.7;
and maternity units: 47.9 £ 34.4. The number of annual childbirths per midwife at mixed units was
lower than those of obstetrics and gynecology units and maternity units (p < 0.01). In conclusion, it
is found that career enhancement for midwives should be supported by promoting unit management
and making the most of systems, including temporary transfer.

Key words: midwives’ working environment, obstetrics and gynecology unit, unit management,
career management



