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from Taiwan after the Demise of the Japanese Empire:
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Changing National Boundaries and Okinawan Repatriation
from Taiwan after the Demise of the Japanese Empire:
Using Memoirs and Oral Histories

SUGANO Atsushi

Abstract

This paper focuses on experiences and memories of Okinawan people during the repatriation
process of changing national boundaries after Japan lost its colonies in 1945, which was caused by
the demise of the colonial empire. Due to the Japanese military defeat, Okinawan migrants, evacuees
and soldiers in Taiwan were forced to repatriate to Okinawa; however, it is important to shed light
on the personal experiences of ordinary citizens during repatriation in order to promote further
understanding of the issues of migration and ethnic relations of Japanese, Okinawan and Taiwanese
people. As examined by utilizing memoirs and oral histories, it could be seen that Okinawan people
were perceived as “Ryukyuan,” non-Japanese neighbors with close cultural and historical ties to
Taiwanese people, or soldiers from mainland China. In conclusion, although migration from Okinawa
to Taiwan can be regarded as motivated by colonial rule and war, a “shadowy history of migration,”
the author has underscored the importance of recording and sharing personal memories of encounters
and interactions on a grass-roots level, in order to prevent them from being left out from the
authentic and official collective memory of national history.

Keywords: Taiwan, Okinawa, migration, repatriation, memoir



