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A study of Immanuel Kant’s “Conjectural Beginning of Human History”
—Concerning the interpretation of ‘original sin’ appearing
in his quotations from the “Bible”
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Abstract

Immanuel Kant, in his Conjectural Beginning of Human History (1786) argued that it was

unavoidable for the first human to commit an act of depravity - ‘original sin’ - in order to acquire

his ‘reason.’

Traditional thinking in ethics has found that ‘original sin’ has something to do with the

issue of ‘evilness’ in the human race. As long as ethics is the science of absolute ‘goodness,’

Kant’s arguments on ‘original sin’ will not be easily accepted in the way he explained in his

book.

Kitaro Nishida also severely criticized Kant’s religious perspectives in his books “An Inquiry
into the Good” and “the Logic of Topos (locational logic) and Religious Worldview.” Taking
Nishida’s critique into account, this paper will examine and analyze Kant’s arguments.

Keywords: Religious Perspective *+ View on the Original Sin « Depravity * Pain of God -

Completion of Personality
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