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Abstract

It was expected that using online learning was effective and would easily spread in Japanese
context where opportunities of speaking in English are extremely limited. This study aims
to examine not only effects and challenges as well as motivation for communication, but also
conducted activities by using Skype Online English Conversation for individual learning outside
the classroom. The 50 intermediate-level participants taking an M University English major
class used Online English Conversation eight times, 25 minutes each for one month. The data
collected from the semi-structured questionnaire and logbook were analyzed. The results show
the followings. First, a majority of responses acknowledged positive effects (rate of 70 % to
90 % positive responses in 15 items out of 24 items). All the responses under 70 % of positive
responses were about their own abilities, therefore there were no negative responses. Second,
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the most effective aspect (with more than 90 % of positive responses) was Online Conversation

teachers’ scaffolding for the students. It is suggested that the teachers assisted the students

sympathetically, and understanding of conversation was reached through collaboration between

teacher and student. Third, it is inconclusive that motivation for confidence in communication

was gained. Lastly, there was no student who voluntarily used Online English Conversation

after the project. The challenges shown by the results are potential burden of service fees,

difficulty using the program at home, also control of activities and necessary adjustments for

individual users.
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