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Abstract

We conducted an aggregative research on 69 participants of health staffs in the training
program of 6 public healthcare centers in Indonesia. The questionnaire contained 8 questions:
recognition of the word ‘developmental disabilities’, existence or non-existence of children
with such disabilities (impairments), types of disabilities, existences of noticeable children

(who conduct violent behaviors, do not greet, etc.), experiences of having been involved with
children with developmental disabilities, difficulties experienced in dealing with children with
developmental disabilities, etc.

This research revealed that those health volunteers know the word ‘developmental
disabilities’, but in terms of whether they have been involved with children with developmental
disabilities, 17 (71%) think they do not have them around, and they do not have adequate
knowledge about developmental disabilities. However, in terms of noticeable children, their
perceptions were, ‘conducting violent behaviors’, ‘going panic’, and ‘being self-assertive’, and they
had difficulties to deal with such attitudes of children. However, many healthcare and medical
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personnel have sense of difficulty to deal with children with developmental disabilities, and in

reality, their checking procedure is not effectively conducted. As for the supports the healthcare

personnel feel in need of, some suggested ‘financial support’, but from their comments on ‘how

to become close to their minds’, it is thought necessary to provide support system in specific

methods of supporting children and such. In the future, we hope to conduct researches on the

professional healthcare and medical personnel such as maternity nurses who have direct contacts

with children with their specialized knowledge, and study their senses of difficulties in dealing

with children with developmental disabilities, specific support methods, and support needs to

create a support program for healthcare and medical personnel.
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