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Memories and Living Experiences in Colonial Taiwan of
a Taiwan-Born Okinawan and an Okinawan Evacuee:
An Oral History of Genfuku Taira and Sakae Morishima
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Abstract

This is one of a series of interviews which are the fruits of an oral history project that
focuses on collecting memories of Okinawan / Japanese people who lived in Taiwan during the
Japanese Colonial Era. The project’s aim is not to record the political or economic success of
prominent individuals; rather, it emphasizes recording personal lives and experiences of ordinary
citizens of the time, which would not be recorded in an official history. This is the set of oral
histories of Genfuku Taira and Sakae Morishima; the former is a Taiwan-born Okinawan and
the latter is an Okinawan evacuee to Taiwan during World War II. When the war ended in 1945,
they both were repatriated to Miyako Island in Okinawa. Because of their commonalities in
age and the places they have traveled, we can learn how those experiences and memories from
their adolescent years in Taiwan were influential even after their postwar years in Okinawa.
This series of oral history interviews was supported by JSPS KAKENHI Grant (Number:
25257009) .
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