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Abstract

A first nursing education for Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN) of Okinawa was started in
the Department of Hygiene and Nursing at Naha Senior High School in 1966, when under direct
occupation by the United States Civil Administration of the Ryukyu Islands (USCAR). Although
the nursing education for LPN was initiated led by the Education Bureau of Government of the
Ryukyus (GRI), the recognition of the USCAR to the beginning of the nursing education for
LPN was unknown. As a result of examining the USCAR documents in the Okinawa Prefectural
Archives Collection, USCAR considered the students’ status as “the nurses’ aids” after taking
a course in the Department of Hygiene and Nursing at Naha senior High school. In addition,
USCAR defined that the curriculum was recognized as a “Prep-school” to receive certified nursing
education for nurses’ qualifications or for nursing practice as of March 1966.

Keywords: USCAR, Licensed Practical Nurse Education, Department of Hygiene and Nursing at
Naha Senior High School, Direct occupation, Okinawa
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xR1. XED Memorandum of record, Subject: Progress Report on Nursing Curriculum in Senior High School (f& s %)

UNITED STATES CIVIL ADMINISTRATION OF THE RUYKYU ISLANDS
Public Health and Welfare Department
APO San Francisco 96248

HGRI HW 14 March 1966

MMORANDUM FOR RECORD
SUBJECT: Progress Report on Nursing Curriculum in Senior High School

1. Information received from Education Department (USCAR) on nursing program in GRI Senior High
School:
a. The subjects will be taught at the Naha Senior High School with an enrollment of 40 girls.
b. Curriculum will be considered by Curriculum Counsel of GRI on 20 March 1966.
¢. Upon completion of high school, the girls will receive their regular high school diploma with credit

being given Hygiene Nursing.

2. Meeting with Nursing Department, GRI provided this information.

a. Welfare Department, GRI, including Nursing Department, were not consulted and informed of this
program and did not know of this existence until questioned about program by Public Health and
Welfare Department (USCAR) .

b. GRI Nursing Department feels this Senior High School nursing program could be detrimental to
upgrading of their nursing standards without coordination between Education Department, GRI,
and Welfare Department, GRI.

c. Follow-up of program: To be discussed at Directors meeting, public Health and Welfare Department

(USCAR) , 15 March 1966 at 1030 hours.

ELLA FAIRFIELD, R.N.
DAC

Nurse Co-ordinator
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xX2. XEO® Weekly Meeting with Director, Welfare Department, GRI (15 March,1966) (&%)

DRAFT

UNITED STATES CIVIL ADMINISTRATION OF THE RYUKYU ISLANDS
Public Health and Welfare Department
APO San Francisco 96248

HCRI-HW 23, March 1966

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD
SUBJECT: Weekly Meeting with Director, Welfare Department, GRI

(15, March 1966)

. A weekly meeting with the Director, Welfare department, GRI, and his staff was held at 1000 hours on
15 March 1966 in Building T-60.

. Col. Fremming strongly recommended to Dr. MAKABE full coordination between GRI Education
Department and Welfare Departments on the nursing program in high school. Further, that the
nursing students law be formulated at the earliest date to replace the present USCAR Ordinance.
However, the new law standards for training and practice must meet those previously discussed and are
to be concurred in by PH&W. That the curriculum for new high school nursing training be concurred
in by GRI Welfare Dept. and this office.

. Col Brooks suggested that as long as the students and Education Department understand that this
program is vocational in nature, that utilization of graduates will be in the capacity of nurses aids,
and that formal nursing education will be required before licensing or practice as nurses, then the
program will be objective as more or less prep-school for further training in a licensed nursing school.
(Moore FHEE DES)
G.J. MOORE
DAC

Administrative Officer

Present at this meeting were:

Dr. MAKABE, Chief, Public Health Der. GRI

Mr. NAKAMURA, Chief, Welfare Div.,GRI

Mr Inami e/s, Med Aff Div, GRI

Colonel Broks, Director , PH&W

Lt. Colonel Flemming, Chief Medical Division, PH& W
Mr. Roller, Sanitation Engr., PH&EW

Mrs. Fairfield, Nurse Consultant, PH&W

Mr. Moore, Admin Officer, PH&W

Mr. Nomura, Admin assistant, PH&W

¥ AZY WY T H =54 > TERILLEBPBELXTIIFEE,
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