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Research on sighting of Okinawa rail and of its observers along

the prefecture road No.70 between Ada and Sosu,
Kunigami Village, Okinawa.
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Research on sighting of Okinawa rail and of its observers along
the prefecture road No.70 between Ada and Sosu,
Kunigami Village, Okinawa.

ARAKAKI Yuji, HIGA Taizo, TSUKAYAMA Miyu

Abstract

Okinawa rail is one of the most famous wildlife in Okinawa. This bird is an endemic species
inhabiting in Yambaru forest. In recent years, Okinawa rail has become the focus of attention among
the visitors who come to Yambaru to catch a glimpse of this rare bird. As a result, untouched forest
of Yambaru is supposed entered by visitors not only from Okinawa Prefecture but also from all parts
of country and sometimes even from the overseas. The number of Okinawa rail had recovered due to
successful conservation projects, such as mongoose trapping and eradication, a local government’s
effort to control housecats and stray cats, mongoose fence installation between Shioya Bay to Taiho
Dam and Fukuchi Dam. It was estimated that the number of population reached 1,720 individuals in
2015, almost the same number as the year of its discovery. On the other hand, it was disclosed that
stray dogs in the forest have formed packs and predating rare species of wildlife, such as Okinawa
rail and Ryukyu rat. As a result, the number of Okinawa rail decreased in 2015. By 2016, Okinawa
rail population declined to almost zero in an area of east coast of Kunigami Village. This research
was conducted to understand the distribution of Okinawa rail as well as the influence cast by the
observers, during about the three years between 2014 and 2016, along the prefecture road No. 70 from
the vicinity of Ada to Sosu, Kunigami Village, Okinawa Island. The consequential relation between
the stray dog packs in this researched period and the sighting changes of Okinawa rail in the same
area was also discussed.

Keywords: Okinawa rail, Observers of Okinawa rail, Packs of stray dogs, Prefecture road No. 70,
Kunigami Village Okinawa.



