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Consciousness of Residents of Yanbaru Area in Okinawa Island,
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Abstract

A questionnaire survey was conducted on the 61 sections in the Yanbaru coastal area of
Okinawa Island for the purpose of revealing consciousness of residents concerning disaster
prevention and nature of the coast. More than half of the sections have been damaged by
high waves, and about 60% responded that shore protection works were necessary. Residents
in sections with frequent damages caused by high waves consider the importance of nature
conservation more than the residents of urban areas, while emphasizing disaster prevention
measures. Many residents feel that the scenic seaside of the area where they live is the place
where nature has been conserved, and also feel the value of such seaside nature. On the other
hand, the 18 coasts that the residents considered as the places with good scenery and conserved
nature were investigated, and only 6 of them were found to be natural coasts, while the others
semi natural coasts.

Keywords: Natural coast; Okinawa; residents' consciousness; nature conservation;
coastal disaster prevention
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