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Elizabeth Lamb and English Haiku in China (1985-1993)
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Abstract

This paper focuses on and reveals the role which a prominent American poet Elizabeth
Serle Lamb played in introducing English Haiku in China since the mid-1980s. In July 1985,
Lamb introduced the history and progress of Haiku in North America in her article in the World
of English magazine published in China. It is said to be the first article to introduce English
Haiku in China after World War II, and Lamb received letters from more than forty Chinese
readers who read her article. Many of them lost contact with Lamb after a short correspondence;
however, a few readers became sincere friends with her, exchanging letters for many years. Some
of them, like Gong Hai-ping, even translated and published her English Haiku in China.

Lamb’s book of English Haiku, The Light of Elizabeth Lamb, was translated into Chinese
by Gong Hai-ping in 1993, eight years after Lamb had published her introductory article on
English Haiku in North America in 1985. That certainly were one of the major achievements of
intercultural and grass-roots cultural exchanges after the normalization of U.S.-China relations
in 1979.
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