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Attempts of Construction of Integrated Community Care System in
Collaborations with Universities and Small Commuinities Started by Support
for Difficult Cases of The Elderly with Dementia (First report) : Problems
and advantages of Z ward in a preparation period for interventions.
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Abstract

The study was based on collaborations with universities and professions started by
individual support for difficult cases of the elderly with dementia in Z ward (total population
was about 2,800, the aging rate was about 29%) in A town in the northern Okinawa. The purpose
of this study was to clarify problems, advantages of the ward in a preparation period for
interventions via field works, documents, information from collaborators.

In the analysis, we extracted key sentences and made sub-categories, then found below
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advantages of Z ward:

1. pride, community spilit backed by the history,

attachiment to hometown,
succession of traditional culture,
rich resources,

generous training of youths,

caring for the elderly,
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plans to make places to communicate,

10. possibilities of activation of home-care.

dedicated human resources for community activities,

diverse connections, activities among residents,

Besides, various problems were surfaced as below:

an increase in health issues,
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increasing nursing-care problems.

weakening intergenerational exchanges,

inconvenient living conditions for the elderly,

an increase in the elderly with dementia requiring care,

To solve these problems, it is necessary to enforce the collaborations, and to promote

integrated community care system using the advantages.
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