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Concept Analysis of “Personality” in Terminal Cancer Patients:
A Nurse’s Perspective

TAMAI Naomi, KAMIZATO Midori

Abstract

OBJECTIVE: The objective of this study was to identify the concept of “personality” in terminal cancer
patients from a nurse’s perspective, and to examine possible practical nursing applications
when caring for terminal cancer patients.

METHOD: A concept analysis was performed using the Rodgers method. Data was collected from
database Ichushi Web with keywords: “personality”, “terminal”, “cancer” and “nursing”. A
total of 14 articles were analyzed, including articles identified by a hand-search.

RESULTS: As the attributes of the concept of “personality” of terminal cancer patients, five themes
(e.g., [life style and values], [reason for living], [spirituality], [self-determination], [daily
desires continuing as normal], two themes as prerequisites, and three themes as conclusions
were extracted. In addition, three themes such as “limited lifespan and end of life” were
extracted as the effect factor. The results of the analysis revealed that the “personality” of
terminal cancer patients is defined as “finding the significance of life, values, and spirituality
of the person by looking back on life with others while experiencing distress at limited lifespan
due to cancer and visible aspect of way of life by self-determination”.

CONCLUSION: The definition of “personality” in terminal cancer patients leads to patient
understanding, and there is a possibility that it can be used for nursing practice that supports
[personalized end of life care].

Keywords: terminal cancer patients, personality, nurse’s perspective, concept analysis
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