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“Poverty” and the Literature of Postwar Okinawa Prefecture :
With a Focus on the Period after Okinawa’s Reversion to Japan
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Abstract

In this Paper, I examine modern Japanese literature in Okinawa Prefecture. “Okinawa
Prefecture” refers to the period after reversion to Japan. The specific novels I deal with are
Yoshida Sueko’s Amanogawa no shojo and Medoruma Shun’s Umukayji tu tiriti . Also, as “Bunka
to Shiso no Sogoshi” I considered an article on poverty from the influential magazine Shin
Okinawa Bungaku.

It was found that poverty appeared in the form of a problem imposed by Modern Japan on
Okinawa. Previous research on literature in Okinawa has often been read as describing Okinawan
individuals and Modern Japan. This “Modern Japan” is quite political, and also appeared in
literary works as a violent force,for example in war. But this time, under the theme of poverty,
I discovered that Modern Japan had an economic aspect which was reflected in the novel. This
could be called a new aspect of Okinawan Literature.

Keywords: ‘Shin Okinawa Bungaku’, Yoshida Sueko, Medoruma Shun, poverty, Modern
Japanese Literary Studies
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