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Abstract

This study interviewed women who have not completed compulsory education (born between
1932-1937) asking them mainly about their childhood through school/student age (elementary
and junior high school age), and analyzed the results. Not only their studies were interrupted
by the Battle of Okinawa and their opportunity to receive school education was forfeit, but also
were 1n circumstances to have to give up their studies and work to support their family in the
postwar chaos in the Okinawan society. Because they had not received adequate compulsory
education for elementary and junior high schools, some of them were struggling to live working
low-education/low-income jobs. Others may have been fortunate and had reasonably stable
lives due to fortuitously being employed by the military base or a worker at a bus company.
However, living their social life, they became keenly aware of their unskillfulness in social skills
including reading and writing. They have always held their strong desire towards “studies,”
wanting to someday receive their compulsory education. This is why they decided to participate
in the Support Project for People who have not Completed Compulsory Education (Re-Education
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Project) by the Okinawa Prefecture.

Keywords: Battle of Okinawa, Compulsory education, Single-Mother Family,
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