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Abstract

Among the classical performing arts of the village rituals in Okinawa, there is a classical
performing arts of the " Choja no uhushu " lineage, which is a particularly important program.
This paper examines the historical functions of the classical performing arts, using the village
songs and historical materials around the classical performing arts as a clue.

Research on the classical performing arts of the " Choja no uhushu " lineage has been deepened
by Origuchi (1929), Oshiro (2003), Hatakeyama (1983), and Toma (1988). Origuchi (1929) made
the old male man who appeared in the performing art a god from another world, and that god
blessed the farming of the land. Oshiro (2003) made the chief of the performing arts like a village
chief, and he thanked God for the prosperity of the village this year and the good harvest of five
grains, and at the same time prayed for a good harvest next year. In addition, Hatakeyama (1983)
made the old man a person (=Ninchu) related to the origin of the village, and he decided to thank
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and pray to God for a good harvest of five grains. Toma (1988) made a male elder the head of

the village, and he observed the social conditions of the village and the living conditions of the

villagers from high places, and wished for the prosperity of the village and a good harvest of five

grains.

However, when I researched historical materials such as " scripts of Kumi Odori," "Odori,"

and "Omoro," the male chief, who chanted a blessing brief chant was a senior official in the

former Ryukyu peasant village, and the performing arts were originally functions for the long-

term rule of the Ryukyu king and the peace of the nation.

Keywords: Choja no uhushu, Functions of Blessing brief chant, Village ritual songs and

kingship, Village rituals performing arts, Ryukyu Kingdom
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