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Okinawa’s “Tyoja-no-uhusyu” Classical Performing Arts and Village
Rituals: From a Study of Two “Auji-Kyongin” on Taketomi Island
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Okinawa’s “Tyoja-no-uhusyu” Classical Performing Arts and Village
Rituals: From a Study of Two “Auji-Kyongin” on Taketomi Island

ISHIKAWA shigeyoshi

Abstract

One of the Okinawan ritual performing arts that is always done is the “Tyoja-no-uhusyu.” In the
“Tyoja-no-uhusyu,” a white-haired and white-bearded male elder appears on the stage and describes

the prosperity of his offspring and his productive reign, followed by a dance of the elder or his
descendants.

This paper examines the relationship between the “T'yoja-no-uhusyu” performing arts and the
rituals in which they are performed. The example is “Auji-Kyongin,” which belongs to the performing
arts of “Tyoja-no-uhusyu,” transmitted to Taketomi Island in Yaeyama. Taketomi Island has passed
down two classical types of the “T'yoja-no-uhusyu” called “Auji-Kyongin.” One is to perform at the

“Tanetori-sai (FETH(%%)” and the other is to perform at the “Kitugan-sai (f&BE%%).” The content
and structure of the classical performing arts are the same. However, the most important prayer
scenes in Kyongin can be divided into those in which the elders pray with magical words and lyrics
and those in which they do not speak magical words and lyrics directly. This paper analyzed that
distinction.

As a result, it became clear that the past ritual situation was deeply related to the content and
direction of the elders’ performing arts. First, at the “Kitugan-sai” performance of the “Auji-
Kyongin,” the male elders pray with magical words and lyrics. This is because the “Kitugan-sai” was
originally a ritual that was conducted mainly by male priests. At the “Tanetori-sai” performance
of the “Auji-Kyongin,” male elders don’ t speak magical words and lyrics. This is because the

“Tanetori-sai” was originally a ritual centered on the female priest Tsukasa.

Keywords: Tyoja no uhusyu, Classical Performing Arts, Village Rituals,
Ritual History, Magical Words and Lyrics



