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The Continuity between Yoshinori Morita’s 1940s to 1950s
Theories of Kaihou-Kyouiku (Liberation Education) and Later
Theories of Anti-discrimination Education

ITAYAMA Katsuki

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to analyze and explore the theories of Yoshinori Morita, who was
considered a pioneer of kathou-kyouiku, or liberation education (Dowa Education), in post-war Japan,
by employing a textual analysis to clarify the conceptions he held regarding liberation education. I
aim to confirm the origin of theories of anti-discrimination education in post-war Japan and elucidate
the ideological “continuity” to subsequent theories of anti-discrimination education.

This paper reveals the following: First, Morita’s ideological presuppositions are clarified through
examinations of how he approached buraku (caste) discrimination issues and kaihou-kyouiku

(liberation education) as well as his critical views toward Yuwa-shugi, or a conciliatory policy. In
addition, his conceptions of education for human rights and buraku problems, which were induced
from these presuppositions, are confirmed. Second, Morita’s ideas regarding both the establishment
of a sense of resistance and the “generalization” of kaihou-kyouiku, which were the main concepts
for Morita’s liberation education theory in 1949, are organized. Third, external and internal tasks
regarding “liberation education” are confirmed. Fourth, his conception of the “simplification” of the
“liberation education” of the 1950s, as was induced through these tasks and problems, is elucidated.
Finally, Morita’s theories regarding “liberation education” from the 1940s to the 1950s as well as the
ideological continuity with subsequent anti-discrimination education are examined. Furthermore,
contradictions regarding Morita’s conception of “liberation education” are critically examined.
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