BRI EHUSCENTZE No. 3+ 89-108 (2022)

PRIV —IZ BT 5 bl RO B BEE Rk &t B3
BAE TN - FAZZHROLIC—

TkE =E

Formation of mutual aid organizations and the social ascension of
Okinawan immigrants in Peru: A focus on prefectural association,
and regional associations.
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Abstract

The history of Japanese immigration to Peru can be divided into six periods: "Early contract
immigration era (1899-1909)", "Late contract immigration era (1909-1923)", "Calling immigration
era (1923-1941)", " War immigration prohibition (1941-1945)”, “Postwar immigration prohibition
(1945-1958)”, and “Postwar permanent residence era (since 1958 to nowadays)”. Okinawan
immigration was developed within such periods.

The present paper discusses the issues surrounding the formation of “mutual aid
organizations” or “tanomoshi” (moai) for Okinawan immigrants in the Japanese immigrant
society in Peru and the role of the regional associations (kenjinkai, shichosonjinkai) in their
social ascension. Most of the studies on Japanese immigration to Peru so far do not recognize
the importance of financial mutual aid organizations and regional associations in the Okinawan
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immigrant society.

In this paper, it is examined the characteristics of the Okinawa immigration, the formation
of social organizations by natives of the same village. As an example, it is discussed the cases of
Nago City Association and Nishihara Villagers Association. While the social organizations of the
people of the same village have a strong sense of trust based on their territorial and blood ties,
they also have an "in-group" nature that shows exclusivity to the "out-group", pointing out its
multi-layered structure.

Keywords: Okinawan immigration, Peruvian immigration, mutual aid organizations, prefectural

and regional associations, tanomoshi
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