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Concubines and Mistresses in Early Modern Ryukyu Family Records
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Abstract

This paper focuses on the roles that women played, were expected to play, or were assigned
to in Ryukyuan samurai society, with particular attention to concubines and mistresses. It
also examines the "family" and women in Chinese Confucian ethics, which were introduced to
the samurai society of the Ryukyu Kingdom. The samurai class played a central role in politics
and maintaining a stable succession of status was necessary for the maintenance of the Ryukyu
Kingdom's social system. After the establishment of the genealogical table (1689), the succession
of status in the Ryukyu Kingdom was carried out according to the "male line principle,” in which
a father with samurai status passed the status on to his son. The succession of status took place
within the "family," and the presence of women was essential to maintain the "family". Regarding
marriage in early modern Ryukyuan society, it has been pointed out that "among the samurai
class, there was no one who did not have a concubine™™". This suggests that marriages in early
modern Ryukyu were not limited to so-called "regular" marriages but included a variety of other
forms. In this paper, we will examine the specific situation based on the family pedigree data.
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