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A Study on the Correlation between the Kinsei Ryukyu Jireisho
and the Gonjo Utsushi
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Abstract

In this paper, we examine the correlation between Kinsei Ryukyu Jireisho (official Ryukyu
letters of appointment) Type II issued after 1730 and the Gonjo Utsushi (a copy of a statement to
a person of a higher rank).

First, the process of collecting Gonjo Utsushi is summarized. It was shown that multiple copies
of the Gonjo Utsushi were made at the time of appointment to government positions, and it was
also pointed out that the number of copies made varied according to the subject of issuance.

Next, I analyzed the issuing and collecting process of the existing Gonjo Utsushi, showing the
actual rules for their use, and summarizing their characteristics.

Finally, by this paper analyzes the relationship of Jireisho Type II, the Gonjo Utsushi, and
other contemporaneous historical documents. Tomiyama pointed out that the Jireisho and the
Gonjo Utsushi were in a "paired relationship," but this alone does not fully capture the multiple
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forms of the form.

In addition, it was pointed out that the Kinsei Ryukyu Jireisho Type II has the characteristics

of an "appointment document," while the Gonjo Utsushi has the two characteristics of an

unofficial "appointment notice" and an "appointment document" depending on the object of

issuance.
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