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Distribution of mile-a-minute weed, Mikania micrantha, in the
northern part of Okinawa Island, from Onna Village /Kin Town to
Nago City /Motobu Peninsula, during 2020 to 2021.
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Abstract

Mile-a-minute weed, Mikania micrantha, the family Asteraceae, 1s native to tropical America. It
1s considered one of the world‘s worsts herbs, and designated as Invasive Alien Species in Japan.
The first distribution of the species in Japan was at the estuary of Tengan River, Uruma City, in
the middle part of Okinawa Island, in 1984. The distribution in Okinawa Island is concentrated in
the middle part of the island and has been expanding to both south and north. Due to insufficient
details of its distribution, consequently, damage to the natural ecosystems and farms are not yet
well documented. In this research, the distribution of the species in the northern part of Okinawa
Island, Onna Village/Kin Town to the Nago City/Motobu peninsula, was revealed in order to
consider distribution characteristics and the factors of expansion of the species. 1,724 distribution
points were confirmed in the areas. Wider distribution and more points were in the west coast
than the east coast. It was found that the distribution was concentrated in some certain areas.
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The concentrated areas were around communities, farm lands, edge of forests, and road sides,

where mainly affected by human activities. It was considered that the factors of distribution were

human cause, such as soil transference containing trophozoite for farming and papupus bearing

seed attachment to human, and abundant pappus seed scattering as natural dispersal.
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