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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to clarify what students learned from the lecture on leprosy, how
they felt and thought about what they learned, and what they learned after the lecture by
analyzing the contents of free descriptions in the web questionnaire that the students answered
after the lecture.

A web-based questionnaire survey was conducted among 129 students from University A who
attended this lecture, and 66 students responded (valid response rate: 51.2%). As a result of
the analysis, students were told in the lecture about the historical background of prejudice
discrimination against the residents and the actual inhumane medical procedures such as forced
abortion, castration, and formalin immersion of fetuses, and were shocked by "the details of
prejudice discrimination that they learned for the first time". Students learned the details
of prejudice discrimination. This provided an opportunity for students to think about "their
own discriminatory mindset". This led to their self-reflection. The students learned about the
issues surrounding leprosy, experienced shocking experiences, and thought about their own
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discriminatory attitudes. Through this process of self-reflection, they were able to deepen

their understanding of the feelings of the inmates in a sympathetic way. The students, by

sympathetically deepening their understanding of the inmates, expressed their "gratitude and

respect for the inmates" who have suffered prejudice and discrimination and have lived through a

life of hardship, and they also embraced "the hope for the inmates to live happily and safely" and

"the desire to raise awareness of the leprosy issue".
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