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How do Yamatoguchi accents vary across Okinawa? A preliminary
survey and analysis of four-mora nouns in Yamasato, Motobu
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Abstract

This paper examines data from a field survey to clarify the accent differences in
Yamatoguchi spoken throughout the main island of Okinawa. First, a preliminary survey using
a non-word revealed that the regional dialects among Yamatoguchi speakers differ in accent. To
further clarify the regional differences, four-mora nouns from the Motobu-Yamasato dialects are
analyzed. The results show that there are three main pitch patterns: (1) only the final syllable is
high, (2) the pitch is low throughout and does not fluctuate, and (3) the pitch drops immediately
after the first syllable. Based on these results, I conclude that four-mora nouns have at least
three accent patterns in Motobu-Yamasato Yamatoguchi. The appendix provides the pitch
patterns of 435 nouns spoken in isolation and in a frame sentence. This paper is positioned as a
basic study to clarify the diversity of Yamatoguchi accent systems throughout the main island of
Okinawa.
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