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The opinion poll with respect to water resources and water for the development of
municipalities having water resources
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Abstract

Okinawan’s demand for water has doubled since the revision in 1972 due to an increase in population, up-
grading in the standard living, industrial activity, resort development, etc. To cope with this increased demand,
six dams, Fukuchi Dam, Arakawa Dam, Aha Dam, Fukugawa Dam, Benoki Dam, and Kanna Dam, were con-
structed in the northern region of Okinawa's main island. Another dam is currently under construction, and there
are plans for construction of several more. All indications point out to there being more dams in the future. On
the other hand, the municipalities, which have dams or have plans for dam construction, are discontent with the
little benefit derived from the dams. This research was designed to address the above problems by using a ques-

tionnaire to discern the opinions of Okinawans regarding water and water resources. The possibility of grant sys



tem for stimulating regional growth and the amount of such grants were also included in the questionnaire. The

results of the questionnaire show an increase in water charges as well as an increased interest in water and water

sources. Most interest was shown for water quality and shortage of water, but not for municipalities develop-

ment. Of the respondents, 61.4% wanted to do something for the local region whereas 52.3% wanted the local re-

gion to be assisted of the grant together with a surcharge on monthly water bills. The amount of grant per ton of

water was analyzed for the municipalities offering much data: Naha, Urasoe, Okinawa, and Nago. The amounts

of grants for these cities are 27.6 yen, 16.6 yen, 22.9 yen, and 28.9 yen, respectively. These amounts are higher

than 10 yen per ton amount decided on by the Higasi Municipal Assembly.
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