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A consideration of the works in regularly performed Ryukyuan
traditional dances using data from Okinawa Kariyushi
traditional performances from 1993 to 2001
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Abstract

The role of Okinawan classical dance in promoting tourism is significant, and regularly
performed Okinawan Kariyushi traditional dances (hereafter, Kariyushi) have been playing an
important role. This paper investigates the works performed and the frequency of the
performances at Kariyushi festivals from 1993 to 2001 for the purpose of understanding the role
of Ryukyuan dance performances for tourists. Performances at the Okinawa Art Festival and
the National Theater of Japan were used for comparison. not needed in an stract. The
frequencies of different cateyories of dance performances at Kariyushi are classical dance, 37.2
%; use italics 38.8 %; creative dance, 23.3 %; and other 0.6 %. In both festivals, classical dance
and zou odori or zoo odori or zd odori outnumbered others in the number of performances. The
Kariyushi festival (the tourism-oriented form of Okinawan classical dance) tends to consider
performance time and dancers' appearance as two main factors in choosing which works to
perform. This is particularly true of female classical dance, especially yotsudake (female
classical dance), which is performed most. In both festivals, even though each has a different
objective, takadeéramanzai and kasekake-use italics show high frequency in performance. Factors
such as popularity and high-level technique are presumed to influence the frequency of
performances. As for this, further study is required. This paper investigates data from the
perspective of the performer, not the audience. Analysis of data from the audience perspective
should be carried out in the future.
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