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Abstract

English language education in Japanese public elementary schools was introduced in 2002.

The primary objective of introducing English language education in elementary schools is to

create a positive attitude towards English, thereby motivating students to learn English.

Accordingly, the focus of English language education has been primarily aural/oral skills. To

further motivate students and enhance the learning process many lessons use songs and games.

An important component in L2 acquisition is noticing, and this paper suggests that the use of

songs and games encourages the process of noticing. Songs and games not only reinforce

grammar structures introduced in a lesson, but also enable students to notice gaps in their

interlanguage. Songs and games, accordingly, are an integral part of Japanese public

elementary school English language education, as they not only create a fun L2 learning

atmosphere, but also create opportunities for noticing, which further establishes a language

acquisition situation.
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