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Some considerations on local autonomy in sparsely populated
areas and isolated islands of Japan
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Abstract

This article considers the growing importance of local autonomy in sparsely populated
areas and isolated islands of Japan, despite the very small proportion of the total population
which they represent. At first, we clarify the current circumstances in these areas, and classify

some problematic features of central government policies. We reconfirm the constitutional

significances of local autonomy irrespective of the size of the district concerned, and proceed to

examine specific cases and associated problems of the current Local Autonomy Law in Japan,

which places too much emphasis on urban areas, and gives rise to frictions and abuses with

these disadvantaged districts.

Key words: Ill-conditioned areas, marginal colony, law to promote area, “substantial local autonomy”

local autonomy with communications between ill-conditioned and urban areas.
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