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Abstract

This paper analyzes the characteristics of the political movement in Okinawa after the Reversion
by examining military land issues. During the Reversion era, the Okinawan people campaigned to
completely apply the Japanese constitution to Okinawa, to cancel Article III of the San Francisco
Peace Treaty and eventually to remove the U.S. military bases from Okinawa. However, although
Okinawa did return under Japanese constitution, the U.S. military bases remained due to Japan-U.S.
Mutual Defense Treaty. Okinawan people discovered a gap between Pre-Reversion deemed and
Post-Reversion reality. Under such political circumstances, there are three political groups exsisted:
(1) Those seeking to cooperate with and promoto the Japanese government; (2) A group representing
the collective ideas of the reversion movement and (3) Those seeking to keep the status quo.
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